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Abstract

Why are Mandarin V-V resultatives more flexible in their argument
structure than other resultatives? In particular, the first verb, or
V1, of a Mandarin V-V resultative may omit its agent or its theme.
| propose that this is because Mandarin V-V resultatives are
compounds built in morphology, with a structure V1-@-V2. The
null affix @ inherits all of the arguments of V2 and none of the
arguments of V1. Thus, there is no requirement for any of the
arguments of a V-V resultative to be interpreted as arguments of
V1.

This proposal correctly predicts that Mandarin V-de resultatives,
which are built in the syntax, do not have the same flexibility of

argument structure as V-V resultatives. In fact, an obligatorily transitive V1 must project its
internal argument in a V-de resultative but not in a V-V resultative.

As such, this proposal fares better than the dominant view in the literature that both
Mandarin V-V and V-de resultatives are built in syntax. This proposal also explains why
compound resultatives are more flexible than non-compound resultatives cross-
linguistically.
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